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Niagara Frontier Watercolor Society 

Three Day Spring Virtual Workshop

WATERCOLOR: Keep It Simple and Strong

     May 17 - May 19, 2021

     10:30 AM - 5 PM

      

     

Keiko Tanabe, AWS, NWS, often works en plein 
air. Her atmospheric watercolors perfectly capture 
a sense of time and place. Keiko’s definitive color, 
textures, and signature brushwork beautifully 
convey both the exotic and simple scenes of the 
many places she travels. Keiko grew up in an art 
loving family in Kyoto, Japan and won many art 
awards as a child. Although Keiko never attended 
art school, in her heart she desired to be an artist. 
After taking only one drawing class to learn basic 
technical skills, she fervently began painting in 
2005.
One year later while attending a local community 
school in San Diego to learn basic drawing and 
watercolor painting skills, Keiko decided to paint 
full-time. From then on, she intensely taught 
herself to be fluent in watercolor painting, just as 
one would do to master a foreign language. Her 
subjects include landscape, cityscape, waterscape 
and interior scenes, which will be demonstrated in 
the workshop using representational and impres-
sionistic compositions. Keiko has successfully 
completed more than 300 workshops and numer-
ous live demonstrations around the world. Four 
DVDs and several books of her art have been 
featured in many art magazines.

WATERCOLOR: Keep It Simple and Strong
 
•   Designed for those who would like to gain a better understanding of methods and 
techniques to make a watercolor painting that is simple yet strong, Our goal is to 
capture the essence of the subject, which conveys a certain mood and atmosphere.  
The process of simplification begins with visualization. In representational art, the 
ability to see the end result of a painting through the mind’s eye, is instrumental in 
realizing an artist’s vision.
•   Using sketches and step-by-step demonstrations, Keiko will show you how to take 
the initial inspiration through the simplification process, to an expressive painting that is 
strong in composition and content. There will be an active question-and-answer session 
and a critique on a daily basis, which will reemphasize techniques.
•   Topics covered in this workshop include: Preliminary drawing and composition, 
Variety of techniques in paint application and brush handling, What makes a good 
design (color, shape, value, edge), dark & light, planning & intuition, and How to edit complex visual information.

https://www.ktanabefineart.com



May 17 - May 19, 2021
10:30 AM - 5 PM
NFWS Members $185
Nonmembers $220
Membership $35

Email questions to Dawn: 
dawnnorthwood@gmail.com 

K��k� T�n��� WATERCOLOR: Keep It Simple and Strong
 

Day 1 – Watercolor techniques and how to use materials effectively. Using a simple composition, Keiko will demo to illustrate 
her process and a painting structure.  We may also practice key elements by doing several sketches before starting a paint-
ing.  With Keiko’s lead, we will paint a landscape which portrays a story-telling aspect.  A lively interaction is encouraged 
during her demo; any relevant question is welcome.  While participants paint, Keiko offers personal advice and critique as needed.

Day 2 – Keiko will begin with a PowerPoint critique of the previous day’s results. Then she will introduce a different subject 
matter and discuss its painting structure and design elements. Morning will include preliminary developmental sketches or 
studies of key elements. Participants will paint following Keiko’s demo given in a step-by-step manner. Throughout the day, 
participants are encouraged to interact or ask questions to be more productive and to make the workshop experience more 
meaningful. After class, they are asked to email a photo of their finished painting of the day to be critiqued the next day.

Day 3 – PowerPoint critique of participant’s work from the previous day. Day 3: Participants will work from their own photo, 
therefore Keiko’s demo will not be step-by-step, but rather as a review of all that was covered in the first two days to inspire 
participant’s personal paintings.  Keiko will give advice and answer questions throughout the day.  At the end of class, if time 
permits, Keiko will critique the finished work.

K��k� T�n��� Workshop Registration

I am a NFWS member $185

I wish to become a NFWS member $35

I wish to attend as a nonmember $220
MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION, CHECK(S), AND SASE 
(IF NEEDED) TO:     Dawn Northwood
   182 Norwood Avenue
   Buffalo, NY 14222 Signature    Date

I wish to attend the three day virtual workshop. 
Enclosed please find a check(s) for the full     
amount payable to NFWS.
US funds only. Payment must be enclosed. This 
includes a $25 nonrefundable deposit. If joining 
NFWS, please send a separate $35 check for dues.

Name    _______________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________

Email    _______________________________________________

Phone  _______________________________________________
I understand there will be no refunds 45 days prior to the virtual 
workshop for any reason, unless cancelled by NFWS. Reservations 
must be mailed with a valid postmark, and are accepted in order of 
postmark date. Preference given to current NFWS members. You will 
receive confirmation of workshop acceptance, supply list and information 
via email. To receive printed coorespondence, please include a SASE 
with your application and check(s).
______________________________________________________ 


