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COMMITTEES for 2024-2025

Communications: Carol Siracuse, Linda Scarafia-Davis, Sherryl Perez

Exhibits: Barbara Billittier, Deb Meier,
Carol Siracuse, Barbara Burns

DVD Library: Vicki O'Reilly

Historian: TBA

Hospitality: Sue Walker, Barbara Burns

Meeting/Projection Setup Roy Fink and committee

CALENDAR

Membership: Marty Kutas, Catherine O’Neill
Program: Mike Killelea

Sunshine Committee: Pam Pollock

Waterbucket: Sally Treanor, Sue Liddell, Sherryl Perez
Workshops: Jeanne Gugino, Deb Meier

SEPTEMBER MEMBERS MEETING WILL BE IN PERSON.
TELL US ABOUT YOUR ARTISTIC SUCCESSES. Submit OCTOBER newsletter items by
SEPTEMBER 23 to treanorsally@gmail.com or US mail to NFWS Waterbucket Editor, 756
Richmond Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14222. To stay current, check our web site at nfws.org and
always open anything that comes from our Mail Chimp Account. These will have the most
recent news and notices. Here is our INSTAGRAM Account handle: nfwsorg. In-person
meetings of NFWS take place at Amherst Community Church (AMC), 77 Washington Highway,
Snyder, NY 14226. November-March meetings will be held on Zoom.

SEPTEMBER
MEMBERS MEETING
MICHAEL KILLELEA
7:00 pm, Thurs, Sept 18
IN PERSON AT
Amherst Community Church

OCTOBER
Fall Workshop
GARY TUCKER
Tues -Fri. Oct 14-17
Kenan Center
Lackport, NY

OCTOBER
MEMBERS MEETING
GARY TUCKER
Fall Workshop Artist
7:00 pm, Thurs. Oct 16
IN PERSON AT
Amherst Community Church

WATERBUCKET

Erie Canal Seneca Chief

Culvert Road Port Wine Vineyard

MICHAEL KILLELEA

Michael Killelea is an artist, author, teacher and traveler. His work and biography have been
included in the Smithsonian Institution's Library for the American Art Museum/National
Portrait Gallery, the Library of Congress, the Watson Research Library at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, AS the basis for permanent files on him. He has been included in the
Burchfield Penney Art Center data base as one of 215 best past and present artists in
Western New York. He has traveled extensively and painted in plein air almost everywhere
he’s been.
He is the former Secretary and a Signature member of the American Society of Marine Artists
(ASMA). He's also a Signature member and Program Committee chair of the Niagara
Frontier Watercolor Society, a former Board member of the Niagara Arts & Cultural Center
in Niagara Falls, and an Exhibiting Member of the Buffalo Society of Artists. Until Covid
ended it, he painted year round in plein air with the All Weather Gang. Killelea is a graduate
of SUNY Farmingdale and has attended Pratt Institute and the School of Visual Arts. His work
is in numerous private collections, has been reproduced on book and magazine covers,
posters, prints & greeting cards and is featured in two books he wrote and illustrated about
Long Island's rural North Fork.
Mike lives in Elma. His website is www.killeleart.com, and he posts a new painting every
week on the Killeleart Facebook page.

Artist Statement. | am a fanatic about painting in plein air. There are great scenes all

around us, and even under our noses. Being forced to choose a subject from an endless
variety of options strenathens an artist's desian and color skills.”

SEPTEMBER 2025



https://www.nfws.org/
http://treanorsally@gmail.com
https://nfws.org/
http://www.killeleart.com/

PRESIDENT

CLASSES

Woatercolor friends,

Welcome to a new year, new president, and new
workshops, demonstrations, and exhibits! | am assuming
the presidency from Deb Meier. Thank you, Deb, for
your leadership the past two years and your continued
commitment to the organization.

It is with much sadness to share news of the passing of
Janet Ide, a talented, dedicated friend of our society.
Janet was a long time member and innovative painter
and weaver. She filled many roles in NFWS and was
invaluable in setting up our exhibitions. Janet, your kind,
loving soul will be greatly missed.

This year brings many challenges, among them is too few

volunteers. The list of committees and volunteers is in the
Waterbucket as well as on the NFWS website Please
check it out. If someone calls to ask you to join a
committee, please say yes. Ask me if you want more
information.

There are still openings for the Gary Tucker workshop
"Mood and Atmosphere in Watercolor" October 14-
17th. Check him out: https://www.garytuckerartist.com
and sign up!

I am looking forward to a great year and seeing you at
the September meeting!

Creating Art is good for the Soul.

Sue Liddell, President
susanliddell@yahoo.com

Kathleen Giles frequently teaches in person and on
Zoom in this area. For Schedule and videos, go to
hitps://www kgilesstudio.com/

Gord Jones, CSPWC SCA, beginner/ intermediate
watercolour in Haliburton Ontario. Contact Gord at
https://www.watercoloursbygordjones.com,
gordonjones44@gmail.com or ph. 905-966-7193

International Center for Watercolor at the Burchfield
Penney Art Center. For upcoming programming, refer
to https://burchfieldpenney.org/events/ or contact
Kathy Gaye Shiroki at 716-878-3549 or
shirokkg@buffalostate.edu. Coming up: Turning
Children's Stories into Visual Wonder. Watercolor
Workshop. Artist/Instructor: Jennifer Koury, Sun., Nov.
2 &9, 12:00-3:00 PM. BPAC Members $90, Not-yet
members $120. Participants bring their own supplies.
https://burchfieldpenney.org/events/
event:11-02-2025-12-00pm-picture-this-turning-
childrens-stories-into-visual-wonder/

CLASSES

Jennifer Koury conducts classes at the Roycroft
and Springville Art Center. For information,
contact her at jkouryillustration@verizon.net or
716-655-5798.

Deb Meier, North Forest location, Jewish
Community Center. Watercolor classes for
Beginners and Advanced Students as well as
special, project-based mini-workshops. Call the
JCC at 716-688-4033

Dan Meyer teaches Beginner and Intermediate
levels at Amherst, Clarence, Akron and Orchard
Park Senior Centers as well as through
Williamsville Continuing Education. Call 716-
633-6282, cell 716-380-3554 or email

dmeyer101@verizon.net.

Sherryl Perez. Weekly Watercolor Classes, all
levels, Wednesdays, 12:30-3:00 pm,
Wheatfield. Contact: 716-807-8227

or Sherryl@sherrylperez.com.

Sheila Reigh: beginner and intermediate
watercolor, Town of Tonawanda Senior Center
for members 60+. Contact Sheila 716-930-3305

or sreigh@verizon.net.

Sally Treanor, Zoom Classes, Mondays, 9:30-
noon. Contact Sally by text 716-912-1451 or
email at treanorsally@gmail.com. Free
instructional videos: YouTube @sallytreanor54.

Sandra Tyler, beginning and intermediate
watercolor in Perry and Wyoming, NY. Ph 585-
689-3931.

Louise Vacco For classes, contact: 716-597-
6371 or LouiseYacco@gmail.com.

Deanna Weinholtz: Zoom Online, Intermediate
and Advanced Watercolor and Watermedia
Classes. Color Theory, Composition and
Perspective for all levels.
www.deannaweinholtz.com. Contact Deanna:
deaweinholtz@gmail.com or 716-863-6191.
Becky Wilson, beginning and intermediate level
painters in Lockport. Phone 716-998-9052.
Jody Ziehm Check for her schedule at the
Carnegie Art Center, 240 Goundry Street, N.

Ton. jodyziehm@yahoo.com or text Jody
at 716-940-3442

NOTEWORTHY

Brenda Cretny’s painting Dairy Cows won a Merit
Award in the ‘25 Signature CNYWS Member Spring
Exhibit.

Audrey Dowling’s Dreams of Flying has been selected
for the Wings - 2025 exhibition.

David Gardner’s painting Anxiety was selected for
the 2025 Georgia Watercolor Society Member
Exhibition. His work Dream of Being a Dancer won an
award in the Nat'l Juried Show at the Art Center of
Yates County. Other acceptances: Vigilant, North East
Watercolor Society's 49th Annual Nat'l Juried Show;
Leaf Tattoos, Philadelphia Water Color Society's
125th Anniversary International Exhibition of Works
on Paper; and Cowboy, 62nd Annual Member
Exhibition of the Southwestern Watercolor Society.
Kathleen Giles’ painting Life is a Fairytale is in the
Nat’l Watercolor Soc. Show. Her painting Life is
Learning to Fly was a top finalist in the Plein Air Salon
and awarded Best in Figure & Portraiture. It was also
accepted to the North East Watercolor Society’s 49th
Annual Nat’l Juried Show. Lake Reflections and Life is
Learning to Fly were accepted in the Women in
Watercolor Online Show where Life Is Learning To Fly
won the Lynn Pratt Merch. Award and Lake Reflections
was a finalist. Other accepted paintings: Life is Having
a Spark of Hope, American Atrtists Professional League
97th Grand Nat’l Exhibition; and Life in the Golden
Hour, PA Watercolor Soc. online show. She also is
first place winner in Splash 26. Finally, Giles has an
article on contouring in the Fall ‘25 Watercolor Artist.
Karen Harris’ painting Harmonious Tension was one
of her two paintings accepted in the CNYWS Juried
Members show at Le Moyne.

Mike Killelea won the Wes Armstead Award in the
Veterans Creative Art Festival in Buffalo for his
painting of a jet crash on the flight deck of the USS
Forrestal, CYA-59.

Judith Haynes Levins’ has a painting in the 6th Annual
Women in Watercolor Internat’l Juried Competition.
She is also in the 90th Nat'l Exhibition of the
Cooperstown Art Assn.

Deb Meier demo’d for the June Batavia Art Club.
Catherine O’Neill won the Landscape Award for
Coming Home in the ‘25 Adirondacks Nat'| Exhibition
of American Watercolor. Kathy Armstrong, David
Gardner, and Susan Murphy also in the show.

Annie Strack’s Leave it Behind was juried into
Southwest Watercolor Society 62nd Member
Exhibition, earning Signature Status. She has work in
the Colorado Watercolor Soc. 34th Nat’l Juried
Exhibition, Watercolor USA Nat’ Exhibition, Southern
Woatercolor Soc. 48th National Exhibition, and Plein
Air magazine Summer issue.

Sally Treanor is a featured artist in the Visual Journeys
Exhibition at the Comma Gallery.

NFWSNEWS

SEPTEMBER MEMBERS MEETING.

MICHAEL KILLELEA
SEPTEMBER 18, 2025
7:00 pm
IN PERSON
Ambherst Community Church

AUGUST 2025
YOUTUBE SNAPSHOT

5,195 total subscribers
2.9 K Views
687 Hours of Watch Time
Spring Demonstration Videos
are now available.
For these and other NFWS videos,
Go to the YouTube link
on the NFWS website.

If you have news to share with the

members, please send to
Sally Treanor

by text at 716-912-1451,

email at treanorsally@gmail.com,

or US Mail to:

Waterbucket Editor

756. Richmond Ave.

Buffalo, NY 14222
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